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As the first trimester comes to a close, the school year is off to a great start. There were many exciting events during the first 
months of school including the Walk-A-Thon, annual Veteran’s Day Assembly, PBIS assemblies, Start with Hello Week, and much 
more. The PTA and students raised over $12,000 with the annual BCS walk-a-thon. The money will be used to support the BCS 
robotics club, STEM activities in grades K-8, and to continue bolstering our classroom libraries.  
 
On Wednesday, October 10, Bolton Public Schools hosted the Bolton Public Schools Safety & Town Preparedness Forum. The 
event provided the community with important information from a number of school and community representatives about how 
we keep our schools and community safe. To access a YouTube video of this discussion, please visit the BCS or town website.  
 
The PBIS committee spent time organizing events for students to kick-off the year in a positive and engaging way. The middle 
school students were able to attend a performance by the Looking-In Theater Group. The group provides a powerful message on 
topics such as bullying, social media misuse, and social isolation. Elementary students engaged in dancing and an exciting review 
of the BARK expectations. 
 
The entire school took part in Start with Hello Week September 24th-28th, which is a program developed by the Sandy Hook 
Promise. The activities throughout the week emphasized the importance of building inclusive and connected classrooms, schools, 
and communities. 
 
As a school, we are continuing to emphasize the importance of daily attendance. Please continue to get your child to school each 
day on time and ready to learn. Thank you for your continued commitment to education and your child’s success this school year. 

 

 
 

 
Yours Truly, 
 

Darryl Giard 



SCHOOL NEWS 
                                      Teacher of the year 
Congratulations to Bolton Center School’s very own Mrs. Heather Warner for earning the teacher of the year award 
for Bolton Public Schools.  Mrs. Warner, who is in her 16th year of teaching, excels as an eighth grade language arts 
teacher as well as a spelling team coach, and eighth grade class advisor.  When she is not at work, she is busy at home 
as a loving wife and mother of her two beautiful children. 

PBIS Presentations 
On Tuesday, September 18, high school students through the 
Looking-In Theater, held two separate performances.  
Organizer Jonathan Gilman asked the audience of BCS 
students in grades 7-8, and later, students in grades 5-6 
serious questions that provoked empathy, sympathy and even 
outrage about specific topics.  The skits performed by the 
students touched upon many serious and  realistic problems 
that teenagers are conflicted with, have experienced or have 
heard about.  Both the topics and the actors differed from last 
year and once again inspired students to think about their 
own thoughts and actions, as well as those of others. 

Walk-a-thon 
After plenty of organizing and 
fundraising, students met their 
first Walk-A-Thon goal of 
$2,000 by the beginning of 
October!  To celebrate their 
success, they had a crazy hat 
day on Friday, October 5.  After 
hitting their next targeted goal, 
administration dressed up in 
crazy outfits.  By the actual walk-a-
thon event, which took place on 
Wednesday, October 17, over 
$12,300 was raised.  The students 
enjoyed walking around the fields 
with music playing and a special guest 
appearance by BCS’s own mascot, 
Buster the Bulldog. 

Buster’s corner 

As always, Buster is proud of how students started the year 
following the BARK 
expectations.  The school 
year began with mini-
lessons to remind students 
of the BARK expectations 
in different locations 
within the school setting 
and on the playground.  
Both fire and lockdown 
drills were practiced, as 
well as bus evacuations.  
The safety of all students at 
Bolton Center School is 
always on the forefront. 
Buster looks forward to 

another BARKtastic school year at BCS! Woof! Woof! 

TOWN INFORMATION 

For information on what is 
happening in our town, sign 
up for The Bolton 
Bulletin.  This is a town-wide 
email informational blast 
sent through the Town’s 
website.  News and short 
email stories are sent out 
from the town about two to 
three times per month.  It is 
a way to stay informed about 
our community.  Individuals can sign up on the town’s 
website.  Visit the Bolton Town’s website, put your email 
address in the box on the right hand side called “E-Mail 
Notifications” and then confirm your email address when you 
receive an email back.  If you have any problems or questions, 
please contact the Selectmen’s Office. 



reminder’s from the nurse’s office 
Reminders from the Nurse’s Office 
Vision and Hearing screenings are ongoing throughout the months of October and November. The first screening occurred on 
October 2nd and 3rd, 2018.  If your child does not pass the basic school screening twice then the nurse will send home a referral 
that needs to be completed by their doctor and then returned to the school nurse, Mrs. Welsh. The referrals should be going out 
in the first 2 weeks of December.  Mrs. Welsh will first attempt to contact parents via phone, before the referral goes home via 
backpack mail.  
 
Section 4 of Public Act 15-215, effective July 1, 2015 changes the grades in which boards of education must conduct vision, 
hearing and postural screenings of students. Now, both vision and hearing screenings are required for students in kindergarten 
and grade one, and then grades three through five. Postural screenings are now required for female students in grades five and 
seven, and for male students in grades eight or nine. In Bolton, male students will receive the postural screening in grade 9. 
Public Act 15-215can be viewed at http://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/PA/2015PA-00215-R00HB-07023-PA.htm 
 
As the weather becomes colder, please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for the colder weather with coats, hats 
and mittens. This time of year there are many cases of chapped lips. Please make sure that your child has an appropriate lip balm 
for their own personal use.  

Veteran’s day assemBly 
On Friday, November 9, Bolton Center 
School’s staff and students came together 
to praise, recognize and thank local 
veterans that could attend the annual BCS 
Veteran’s Day Assembly.  The assembly 
began with eighth graders Hannah Osborne 
and Isabel Kenney leading the school in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a 
beautifully sung  Star Spangled Banner.  The 
music department, as well as grade level 
teachers did a fantastic job organizing an 
array of different musical pieces, poems 
and chants to show the Veteran’s how truly 
appreciated they are.  Poems and written 
pieces by several sixth graders, as well as 
seventh grader Olivia Bokshan and eighth 
grader Nicole Gallacher were certainly one of the many highlights of the assembly.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/PA/2015PA-00215-R00HB-07023-PA.htm


         Start with hello week 
For the third year, Bolton Center School participated in the Sandy Hook 
Promise's Start with Hello Week which took place on September 24-28. 
Students and staff were excited to kick off the year with this initiative (which 
was previously held in February) as they continue to build a more inclusive and 
connected school and community! The entire school participated in a variety 
of activities throughout the week in order to support the goals of the program 
as well as to build upon a positive school climate. Students from different grade 
levels came together to build a better sense of community and to work 

together for a common goal or to just get to know one 
another better.  The students enjoyed their time together 
and are excited to see their new friends throughout the 
school year. Start with Hello helps teach all students how 
to be more socially inclusive and connected to each other.  
Throughout the year, they will continue integrating these 
concepts with the BARK expectations and ongoing school 
culture as well as participate in future programs.  

Preschool news 
Fall is a time of change and the preschool class continues to work on adjusting to new school routines and rules. In science they 
are learning about the characteristics of living things and how they grow and change. 
Preschoolers studied pumpkins and will begin learning about how preschoolers grow 
and change. In order to prepare preschoolers for Kindergarten, they continue to work 
on being able to cooperate in group situations. One way this is practiced is through 
play. Play is how preschoolers learn. Through play they practice: working on solving 
social problems, expressing their feelings appropriately during a conflict, seeking out 
adult help when needed, and trying to suggest solutions to problems when 
appropriate. They are also working on strengthening their fingers for writing, cutting, 
and coloring. For example, they use tongs for pinching, beads for lacing, paper for 
ripping, and playdough for rolling and pinching. One of their favorite activities is 
music. Students love to sing and move their bodies to songs and rhymes! 

 KINDERGARTEN News 
Kindergarteners had a great start to the school year! The 
students began by laying the groundwork academically and 
socially for their future education.  They have been getting to 
know each other and learning the routines of a school day.  
This year they have also been focusing on mindfulness and 
feelings (both ours and others), to help understand what they 
are feeling and how to deal with it.  The students are learning 
to use pre-reading and early literacy skills such as letter and 
sound identification, sight word recognition and rhyming.  In 
math they are working on the foundational concepts of more 
and fewer, and numbers from 0 through 10. Students are also 
strengthening fine motors skills throughout thematic art 
projects incorporating cutting, painting, drawing, coloring and 
tracing.  Many of our projects are hanging in our classrooms 
and the hallway. Recently, kindergarteners learned about 

farms, pumpkins and Halloween.  These lessons 
culminated in going on a field trip to Hurst Farm 
where they explored a hay maze, harvested 
turnips and greens, fed the cows, and went on a 
hay ride. The students are looking forward to 

learning about friends and the upcoming holidays.   
 

1st Grade News 
Do you think spiders are scary? 
First graders think they are 
fascinating.  They completed a 
nonfiction science unit on 
spiders and have become 
arachnid experts! They read 
informational text to learn 
about spiders’ bodies, how they 
attack and devour prey, where 

they live, and how they protect their young.  At the end of the 
unit, they made spider “book heads” to share all they learned! 
In math, students are enthusiastically engaging in Number Talks 
to practice number fluency.  The 
motivated students are learning 
to compose and decompose 
numbers in many ways. Their 
understanding is shared by 
making models, writing 
equations, and explaining their 
thinking. First grade is an exciting 
and busy place of learning!  



2nd Grade News 
Second graders have been busy as readers and writers these 
past two months. They read a variety of fiction and nonfiction 
stories and learned many new reading strategies. Students 
have also been working on different types of writing such as 

opinion writing, 
informative writing, and 
descriptive writing.  They 
are beginning to 
understand how to write 
their opinions with 
elaborated reasons.  In 
math, second graders are 
learning various addition 
and subtraction strategies.  
Students had the 
opportunity to have the 
Boston Science Museum 
come and present a 
demonstration on matter.   
They have been learning 

about matter in their science class.  Thanks to the PTA for 
supporting such a great experience!   

3rd Grade News 
Third graders are energetic learners.  They have been very busy.  
In science, they finished 
learning all about weather, 
climate and natural hazards.  
Students built a house and 
were tasked with 
engineering different ways 
to stop a house from 
blowing away.  They are 
now learning all about the 
great state of Connecticut 
during social studies.   In 
reading, students have been 
learning about building a 
reading life. Currently, they 
are acting like detectives as 
they read mysteries. Using 
clues given by the author, 
students are trying to solve the mystery before the crime solver.  
In writing, third graders have been learning about different types 
of writing. They have written opinion and informational pieces.  
Stay tuned for more news from third grade! 

4th Grade News 
Fourth graders have made a smooth 
transition to the second floor! Students 
enjoyed reading and discussing The Tiger 
Rising as well as a variety of other stories 
and articles from their Scholastic News 
and Storyworks magazines. Students will 
be shifting their focus to reading 
nonfiction text and conducting research.  
They have been practicing different 
types of writing including a piece about 
their favorite seasons and selling their 
very own monster. In science, they have been exploring 
various physical science topics with a focus on the rock cycle. 
After working hard on place value and adding and subtracting 
larger numbers in mathematics, they have moved on to 
extending multiplication concepts. Students should continue 
to practice their basic facts to help with the essential skills 
they will be learning in the upcoming months. Fourth graders 
are eager to choose their states for the State Fair and should 
be making their picks by the holiday break! 

5th Grade News 
Fifth graders are off to a good start! They are getting used to fifth 
grade expectations and working hard. In math, students have 
learned place value, rounding, adding and subtracting decimals, 
and they are learning about fractions. In social studies, students 
are learning about Native American cultural groups in the 
Northeast. On November 8, they went to the Mashantucket 
Pequot Museum. Students have been learning about figurative 
language, language and grammar conventions, and how to write 
a detailed paragraph during language arts. They finished their 
first unit of Reading Workshop where students participated in 
book clubs.  

 

Instructional coach 
Mrs. Sullivan has spent much of her time this trimester 
continuing to model Number Talks in classrooms and 
with third graders. She worked with the third grade 
teachers and students on strategies to develop place 
value and rounding skills. This month, Mrs. Sullivan 
began working with the kindergarten and second 
grade teams. Over the next month or so, she will be 

working with the kindergartners during their WINN (What I Need Now) block and with second 
graders during math.  



Middle School news 
6th Grade News 

Sixth grade mathematicians are finishing a unit on ratio, rate, proportion, and percent in the next several weeks.  After completing 
a lesson on ratio, it was discovered that most students had no idea what paper mache was nor had they ever 
used it.  Because of that, it was decided that it would be nice to have them create a project out of paper 
mache.  They are currently in the process of choosing the project.  WINN time, along with extra times like 
study hall and recess, will be utilized to complete the project.  Students will use the mathematical concept 
of proportions to help create their masterpieces.  The subsequent lesson will be dividing fractions which will 
be taught using the Illustrative Math program.  The first unit of study in science is organization of the human body, performed 
through a study of Lyme Disease.  Within this unit, microscopes will be utilized to look at unicellular organisms in pond water as 
well as different types of cells.  When exploring the function of cell organelles the students were able to see how cell membranes 
function through an egg osmosis demonstration.  They are looking forward to studying how body systems, especially the 
circulatory and respiratory systems, work together through a feel the beat activity.  In language arts classes, students are busy 
yet excited about Reader’s Workshop. In this model, students select novels in which to read with a partner or individually. While 
in the midst of reading the novel, they are invited to be critical thinkers of the text and explore higher level thinking questions to 
challenge their understanding of text. Currently, students have begun their second novel selection and are working cooperatively 
with one another to effectively communicate their thoughts and ideas surrounding their books.  This approach to reading is 
interactive and students are motivated to engage in reading. In the area of writing, students are focused on developing clear and 
coherent products which communicate their thoughts in an organized and logical manner. The conventions of the English 
language are stressed as well. At this time, students are working on the art of writing an effective summary. Social studies 
students are exploring geography skills this trimester. Parts of a map were reviewed as well as continents and oceans. Careful 
study of numerous types of maps followed. Students have become adapt with identifying a map’s purpose and disseminating 
information from a multitude of thematic maps.   

7th Grade News 
Mathematics students had the opportunity to both refresh their prior skills of and learn more about problem solving strategies.  
These strategies are tools that can be used throughout the year to solve both real world and mathematical problems.  Once these 
techniques were studied, students moved on to working with integers and rational numbers. From there, Pre-Algebra classes 
explored scientific notation and exponents while Math-7 students have been studying equations and expressions. These seventh 
grade students dove right into science this fall!  This trimester they studied chemistry through the lens of energy drinks.  They 
completed an element research project where they created a periodic table to hang in the hallway, created marshmallow 
compounds, and will ultimately decide whether energy drinks should be regulated for minors.  They will let science decide! 
Language arts students are in the midst of their unit on character development, utilizing Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone as 
a primary text in their Reader’s Workshop. For writing, they are wrapping up expository pieces in the Writer’s Workshop and 
preparing to begin work on argument writing in the second marking period. Students in Mr. Lambert’s social studies classes are 
continuing their second year of the new World Geography curriculum with an examination of North/Saharan Africa. Ms. 
Browning’s social studies classes continue an in depth look at the continent of Africa and its diverse geography. All of her students 
completed a mini research project on an African country of their choice. 

8th Grade News 
In eighth grade, students explored forces and energy through an exploration of jet packs.  Students designed models of roller 
coasters, examined factors of force and energy with Alka-Seltzer rockets, and built hovercrafts to explore the effects of mass and 
velocity on the kinetic energy of a system.  They looked critically at problems that affect their everyday lives, as well as how other 
populations may look at situations differently in order to prepare for the beginning stages of the CT Invention Convention.  Be 
sure to ask your child about those class activities and give them feedback on their ideas. Students in language arts classes have 
been exploring the importance and impact of setting through their analysis of literature, songs, and artwork.  In a recently 
completed urban setting centered unit, students wrote an analytical essay exploring the importance and impact of setting.  They 
started a country setting centered unit which will conclude with reading Mark Twain’s classic The Adventures of Tom Sawyer as 
well as practicing narrative writing. Pre-algebra students completed a unit on solving multi-step equations. They are currently 
learning about rational and irrational numbers and the Pythagorean Theorem. Algebra students completed units on solving multi-
step equations and inequalities and have started a unit on functions. In social studies, students have been studying the Articles 
of Confederation period in preparation of a unit on the United States Constitution. Both groups have been very avid and spirited 
participants in a variety of current events discussions throughout this academic year. 



Foreign language 
Ms. Franco’s fifth grade students are learning French and will switch to learning Spanish at the end of January.  
They are able to have simple conversations on names, health, and age. They are presently learning to count to 
30 and making great progress. 
 
Sixth grade French students learned the French alphabet and accents.  They also learned typical French gestures and classroom 
commands.  They are very talented and even taught one another French topics using song and dance.  The geo-cultural focus is 
Paris. Students researched a cultural topic and are presenting the information to the class. 
 
Seventh grade French students are able to count to 200.  They learned to discuss their class schedule and comment on the classes.  
Presently, they are preparing conversations on school supplies and what they need for each class.  Students are also preparing 
projects on a historical figure or cultural topic related to France. 
 
Seventh grade Spanish students completed a unit on foods and likes and dislikes.  The cultural focus was Puerto Rico and students 
researched a topic on that country and presented it to the class.  They also had the opportunity to celebrate Dia de los Muertos, 
an important Mexican holiday, which takes place the day after Halloween. 
 
Eighth grade French students learned to discuss school supplies and costs.  They are preparing their own market and then will 
“go shopping” speaking only in French. They are learning to discuss their favorite sports and past times and will present 
conversations with a partner.  Finally, they are presenting projects on a French historical figure or cultural topic related to France. 

Physical education news 
Elementary Physical Education: Students in grades K-5 physical education classes had a very busy start to the 2018-2019 
school year.  Classes began with learning all about the routines and expectations in class.  This included lessons on the rules, 
routines, and procedures they will follow throughout the year.  Students practiced many different situations and now know what 
is expected of them in order to be a respectful, safe, and responsible student. In September, they 
spent time learning about playground safety.  Students talked about why there are rules for using the 
playground area and equipment, what could happen if they do not follow the rules, how it makes 
them feel when others do not follow the rules, and the importance of sharing.  The students 
demonstrated their understanding by utilizing the equipment properly during physical education 
class.  Following playground safety guidelines, students learned about ways their body can move and 
different movements they can use to travel from one place to another.   They used locomotor 
movements and scooter boards in order to learn about safety and how to move in different directions 
and pathways.  Ask your child to show you how they can gallop, skip, run, walk, hop, and crawl! 
Students have most recently been perfecting their underhand tossing skills. Their work at different 
practice “stations” helped them get ready for a game called “Ghostbusters” where they showed off 
their skills to capture some safely guarded ghosts!   Second through fifth graders put their underhand tossing skills to the test by 
exploring different objects they can toss while actively participating in a cooperative, underhand tossing partner challenge. The 
challenge had them working together to accurately underhand toss an object to targets at varying distances.   Following this 
lesson, the students applied this skill in order to play a game with different classmates called “Toss-O.”   
 

Middle School Health and Physical Education: Middle school physical education students have been busy working together 
as a team or pair during cooperative games, with health and fitness components.  They worked on applying these skills to their 
personal lives, and demonstrating their skills in our basketball unit up to this point in the year. Students will be moving into net 
sports and the first lessons in health with the beginning of the second trimester.  
 
All students in grades 4-8 have been focusing on the CT Physical Fitness Assessments and pushing themselves to work towards 
their goals. The mission is to motivate students to maintain or improve their current levels of health and fitness, and to 
demonstrate personal responsibility and motivation. The hope is that BCS continues to become healthier and happier altogether!  
 

Helpful Health Tips for Home: 
Stay active at least 60 minutes a day - find some indoor exercises for any down time. 

Be organized and plan ahead - Bundle up for those cold days. 
Always remember to eat healthy - variety makes a perfect plate. 

Drink plenty of water - whenever you are thirsty, avoid the sugary stuff. 
Get enough rest - put down the electronics before bed. 



BCS Sports 
Girls & Boys Cross country 

Written by Mason Fox 
This past X-country season was one of many successes, with both teams having 
pretty good records.  The girls team, led by their captain Sophia Balskus, won a 
good majority of their races. Whenever the girls lost a race, they were close in 
points to their opponents.  The girls team ended up getting fourth in their 
conference. The boys team, led by their captain Silas Gourley, won all but one 

of their races, in which they lost to Vernon Middle School by only a few points. They were the number one team during the 
regular season, placed third in conferences, and placed third out of all class S teams in the state championship.  Great job to 
anyone who was a member of either of those two teams.  
 

Team Members Include: Zoe Allyn, Olivia Balskus, Sophia Balskus, Nicole Barnes, Noah Bielecki, Samuel Brudz, Nora Carini, 
Andrew D’Amico, Juliana DeLandra, Emma Desrosiers, Tiarnan Doyle, Lucy Doyle, Sidney Fisk, Mason Fox, Robert Giering, 
Gianpaolo Girasoli, Silas Gourley, Brooke Keeler, Shepard Livingston, Alexandra Miller-Davey, Isabelle Olson, Gabriella Tyrrell, 
Jake Young 
 

Boys soccer 
As told by Owen Bonanno and Dimani Rainford 
This season was surprising to see how far we made it for our age group.  We only had three eighth graders, a lot of seventh 
graders and seven sixth graders.  Our record was 3 wins, 3 ties and one loss.  We look forward to next season. 
 
Team Members Include: Garrett Bain, Andrew 
Baranov, Ryan Bieu, Owen Bonanno, Somari Brown, 
Daniel Coman, Aidan Craft, Davin Duffy, Jake Dutil, 
Nathan Fisk, Jacob Flores, Mateo Garcia, Tomas 
Hinckley, Logan Holliman, Dalton Houlberg, Gavin 
LaPlante, Noah Lourenco, J. Martin, Bryce Miller, 
Dimani Rainford, Benjamin Roth, Sam Segar, Ethan 
Szatkowski 
 

Girls Soccer  
Written by Julianna Rose 
This soccer season will definitely be one to 
remember.  We had a pretty good record with only 
1 loss, 2 ties, and 6 wins.  This year we made it all 
the way into the championship.  Out first playoff 
game was a rollercoaster.  We tied the regular 
game 1-1.  Then we played 10 minutes of overtime, 
and still were tied.  This led us to PK’s or penalty 
kicks - 1 v. 1; kicker versus goalie.  We made all 5 of 
ours and they only made 4, making us the winners. 
The next game was against Vernon.  We had lost to 
them many times before, and were not expecting to win.  The regular game was tied 1-1.  In overtime, we scored 1 more goal 
and we won.  Next was the championship game.  We put up a fight, but lost 4-0.  Although the score seems bad, we were close 
skill-wise.  We finished as runner-up and made history as the first girls Bolton girls soccer team to ever make it to the 
championship.  Overall, this season was pretty great.  From bus rides with blasting music to the nail biting games where we all 
ended up crying, this season was amazing.  I’m so lucky to have such great teammates. We are always there for each other and 
will (hopefully) always play soccer together.  This season was one everyone will remember. 
 

Team Members Include: Allie Buonomano, Emma Diehl, Ellie Dube, Abigail Gallacher, Nicole Gallacher, Makenna Graves, Riley 
Graves, Madelyn Hills, Niya Islam, Marina Juan, Isabel Kenney, Sydney Olivia Ledoux, Hannah McDermott, Chloe McNamara, 
Emily Meagher, Sarah Orzolek, Madison Peacock, Liliana Potter, Carly Robbins, Julianna Rose, Sydnie Stevens, Julia Zimmerman 



Library Media Center Elementary news 
The year is off to a great start in the Library Media Center and students in grades K-5 are keeping busy. 
 

Kindergartners have been learning how to be responsible library users as well as learning about library manners 
and how to care for their books. They have learned how to use shelf markers when picking out their library books 
to help keep the book shelves neat and in order.  They did a short unit on sequencing where they recalled the order 
of events in familiar books such as If You Give a Mouse a Cookie and If You Give a Pig a Pancake. They are now 
starting an author/illustrator study of Todd Parr that library and art are collaborating on. 

 
First graders began their year learning about “Skoob” the shelf elf who lives in our library.  They are trying 
their best to be responsible library users and keep the shelves neat and organized to help Skoob earn 
the Golden Shelf Elf Award.  First graders have also learned about the parts of the book and how a book 
shares many things in common with them (ask your first grader how a book is like them).  They have just 
started and author/illustrator study of Lois Ehlert that library and art are collaborating on. 

 
Second graders started off the year learning about how to select books that are just right for them.  They 
have learned that not everyone reads at the same level or even enjoys the same types of books and that it is 
important that they find a book that is just right for them that they can read, understand and enjoy.  They 
spent some time previewing some fiction books to decide which ones were “just right” for them. They are 
learning about how the library is arranged so they can become more independent users of the library and will 
be starting their Flat Stanley unit very soon. 

 
Third graders started off the year with a fun story and activity using the book School’s First Day of School.  After reading the story, 
students made speech bubbles to go with different rooms in our school.  The speech bubbles reflect what 
the students thought each room might be saying.  Some of their ideas were hilarious.  You can see the 
bulletin board with the classroom pictures and students speech bubbles at the end of the ramp near the 
library. Students have recently been learning how to use Destiny, an automated library catalog. They were 
taught proper search strategies as well as how to read records to know whether or not a book was in the 
library at the time, where it would located in the library, what the book is about and much more. Next they 
will begin learning what the Dewey decimal system is and that books in the nonfiction section are arranged 
by numbers and those numbers represent certain subjects of books.  This will help them become much more 
independent users of the library when it comes to making nonfiction selections. 
 
Fourth grade students started their year off learning that Our Librarian Won’t Tell Us Anything!  It was actually a story that I 
shared with them to set the basis for their busy, learning year.  Much of fourth grade library time is spent teaching the students 
skills that they will need for their State Fair such as locating information, reading to find answers to specific questions, note taking 

skills, research, word processing, using Google classroom and so much more.  Will I TELL the students how to 
do this all?  No, but as made apparent in the story I read to them, I will TEACH them how to do all of these 
things and be there to help them out along the way.  Next, students did a short unit based around the book 
Sloppy Joe by Dave Keane where they learned a great deal about adjectives, personal descriptions and how to 
use a thesaurus.  They created Wordles using adjectives that describe themselves. Recently students have 
begun learning about a portion of Destiny (an automated library catalog) called Destiny Quest where they can 
write their own book reviews, recommend books to other students, place holds on library books they would 
like to read and manage books they have read, are reading, or would like to read.   

 
Fifth graders only come to library once every other week and started of the year with the book Thunderboy, Jr. Thunderboy 
doesn’t like his name and wants a new one, one that describes him, really tells who he is or what he is interested in.  Students 
had a chance to come up with new names for themselves using a variety of strategies such as 
personality traits, alliteration and anagrams. Students also had the chance to go to 
behindthename.com to see what their name means.  They have recently begun a unit on “found 
poems”.  Not sure what a found poem is?  Ask your fifth grader.  If you find your fifth grade 
student asking for your old shopping lists, copying down favorite recipes, asking for empty 
cereal boxes, poking through the trash, carrying a notebook in the car with them jotting down 
random words, or just plain collecting strange things, no need to worry, they are doing their homework in finding different 
“scraps” of text to use for their own found poems. 



Library Media Center reminders  

Just a reminder to keep water bottles securely closed and away from library books in your child’s backpack.  There 
has been a number of water damaged library books already this school year.  Once books are water damaged, they 
need to be removed from the library collection as they begin to warp, smell and mold.  It is very sad when brand new 
library books need to be discarded.  Please consider putting your child’s library books in a large Ziploc or plastic bag 
of some kind to help prevent water damage. 
 
What exactly is the YELLOW DOT section of the Bolton Center School library? 

The Yellow Dot section of the library is really the middle school fiction section of the library.  Several years ago, 
fiction books were designated as fiction and yellow dot and were housed in the same area.  Having a school that 
covers such a large range of readers, it made sense to divide the library into two distinct sides.  One side is more 
elementary oriented and the other, more for middle school students.  The Yellow Dot designation stuck, as 
students were familiar with it, but what exactly does Yellow Dot mean? Fiction books in the Yellow Dot area are 

ones that are really more appropriate for our older, more mature readers.  Many times notes from parents are submitted, giving 
their child permission to read any books in the yellow dot section.  While a younger student may be a strong reader, that does 
not mean the books in the Yellow Dot section are “better” for them to read or even appropriate for them to read.  In fact, most 
of the books there would likely not be appropriate for students of that age.  They have characters that are older than them having 
experiences that these younger students may not understand or be able to relate to.  Do you want your strong second grade 
reader reading a story about a first high school crush or something with violence like The Hunger Games? While not trying to 
censor what students read, there is an effort to try to reserve that area of the library for middle students.  There are some books 
in that section that are fine for fourth and fifth grade students and some students are directed to some of those selections when 
they are interested. There are many wonderful books in all areas of the Bolton Center School library.  Let’s not be so quick to 
have these kids grow up and start reading those Yellow Dot books. They have their whole middle school career to enjoy them. In 
the meantime, there is something for everyone in the regular fiction section whether your child is a beginning reader, a reluctant 
reader, a strong reader, or anything in between. 

Computer Corner 
At Bolton Center School, keyboarding skills are introduced in second grade and students continue to 
students practice increasing their speed and accuracy throughout middle school.  Keyboarding is an 
essential digital literacy skill that students need for academic and career success. As students move up 
through the grade levels, more is expected of them as far as the length of their reports and papers.  
Knowing how to type quickly and accurately will help them complete these assignments faster.  
Keyboarding is a highly marketable skill for future employment and even a way to earn money in high 
school and college. Keyboarding is also known to increase one’s concentration level and hand-eye 
coordination.   When putting text to the page digitally (whether it is composing an email, writing an essay 

or inputting data), it is important that one’s typing speed makes the task easier rather than hampering the process. Keyboarding 
is an important life skill in our digital world. 
 
The sites that are used for practicing keyboarding at school can also be reached from home. Ask Ms. Cornaglia for more details.  
 
Also, the following are some additional sites that students can use to practice keyboarding at home. 
Keyboarding Instruction: 
https://www.speedtypingonline.com/typing-tutor 
http://thetypingcat.com/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ 
http://www.sense-lang.org/typing/ 
 
Keyboarding games: 
http://www.softschools.com/games/typing_games/ 
https://www.abcya.com/search.htm (put the word typing in the search box) 

                                                                                                                                                              

https://www.speedtypingonline.com/typing-tutor
http://thetypingcat.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/
http://www.sense-lang.org/typing/
http://www.softschools.com/games/typing_games/
https://www.abcya.com/search.htm


Art news 
SHOUT OUTS: Congratulations to the BCS student artists who have their work displayed in the conference room 

gallery.  Please stop in to check them out!  

Thank you to the Bolton PTA for partnering with the BCS art department and making our Square 1 Art fundraiser 

a success again this year!  

Mrs. Vouglas and Ms. Herrick are privileged to be workshop presenters at the CT Art Education Association’s Annual Conference.  

Ask them about their workshop presentation of Art & Library Connection: Cross-Curricular Collaboration. 

SQUARE 1 ART: During the month of September, Kindergarten through fifth graders worked on 

their Square 1 Art projects during art classes. Middle school students were given the 

opportunity to take home a Square 1 Art paper and work on it independently. Please keep an 

eye-out for your Square 1 Art fundraising packet to come home in your child’s backpack. For 

more information about Square 1 Art please visit: http://www.square1art.com/   

Here is what the students created by grade level: 

 Kindergarten: Ladybug in the Grass Collage 

 1st Grade: Little Birds 

 2nd Grade: Watercolor Resist Sailboats 

 3rd Grade: Watercolor Resist Dragonflies 

 4th Grade: Self Portrait- What I Want to be When I Grow Up! 

 5th Grade: Self Portrait of 5th Grade Me! 

Review of the Pop’s Concert 
By Ellie Dube, grade 7 

On Wednesday, October 24, the 7-8 grade band and chorus performed their annual Pops Concert in the Bolton Center School 
gym at 7:00 pm. The directors, Mr. Ayer and Ms. Fried, were a big help to make this event happen, and our pianist, Mr. Demand 
also deserves a big “thank you”. The gym was filled with people watching all of us, and I would also like to say “thank you” to 
them for coming and supporting us, and to the custodians who also did a lot of work before and after the concert. 
  
The first song that the 7th and 8th grade chorus performed was “Believer” by Imagine Dragons. There were many perks to this 
song, one being the clapping and stomping. Everyone was on time with their own claps and stomps. The chorus was split into 
two groups doing different rhythms, and both stayed on their own part well. I also noticed that the soprano and alto sections 
stayed on the right pitches. Soprano stayed high and alto stayed low.  
 
Because the first song was so good, the audience probably had high expectations for the next song, “Better When I'm Dancing” 
by Meghan Trainor. I think the chorus met those expectations. They met those expectations because the melody and harmony 
parts were well-balanced and sung with confidence. At one point the chorus messed up some of the words, but we covered so 
that the audience wouldn’t really notice our mistake.  
 
The last song and probably the best one was a combined performance with the Bolton High School Concert Choir. The combined 
7-12 grade chorus sang “Glorious”, a song by composer Stephanie Mabey and made popular by singer David Archuleta. Both 
middle and high schoolers performed solos, which all fit the song and the tune and sounded great. It was Ryan Bieu’s first solo 
and he did great! Of course the more experienced soloists, Caleigh Sheehan, Emma Diehl, and Isabel Kenney all sounded just as 
great as he did. The whole chorus opened our mouths tall and it helped us project our voices with a great tone. It was very nice 
to listen to, and it was nice to watch too because our posture and stage presence were great too.  
 
Overall, I think both high schoolers and middle schoolers did great.  They did almost everything right and what they didn't do 
right on they covered it up and made it seem right.  Mr. Ayer also choose some great soloists, and I could tell everyone (including 
myself) was proud and impressed with the performance! 

http://www.square1art.com/


Music News 

The music room has been busy making beautiful melodies, dancing and moving to music in different ways. The Kindergarten 
classes sang and moved to simple songs and rhymes, learned about turn taking with echo songs and soloing, and played 
classroom instruments such as sandpaper blocks and tambourines.  This year, they traveled to the land of “Arioso” where they 
can only use their singing voices.  It has been wonderful hearing the students have imaginary conversations with puppets and 
beat buddies.  They have also been exploring movement in the classroom with bean bags and freeze dance variations.  They also 
prepared a song for the Veteran’s Day assembly, “Thank You, Veterans”. 
 

The first graders reviewed songs from last year, and learned new folk songs, dances, and games.  They also prepared for the 
Veteran’s Day presentation in which they sang “When The Flag Goes By”.  They enjoyed playing on some of the classroom 
instruments, listening to song-tales, and moving around the room to directional dances like “Tippy Toe Pizzicato” and “Super Silly 
Tango”.  Most recently in class, new verses and accompanying illustrations to the familiar song “Down by the Bay” were created. 
Students also created their own versions of Aiken Drum, another familiar song.  Over the next few weeks they will be learning 
about instrument families and instruments of the orchestra. 
 

The second graders learned folk songs and rhymes, and put motions to the music.  They used this skill in preparation for the 
Veteran's Day presentation in which they sang a patriotic medley featuring "You're A Grand Old Flag", "This Land is Your Land", 
and "America, The Beautiful".  They spent time learning the meaning of the words "patriotic" and "medley", and reviewed quarter 
note, rest and eighth note rhythms.  Rhythms were worked on in a Halloween themed activity matching syllables to the correct 
rhythms and playing SMART Board games.  In the upcoming weeks, they will learn about The Nutcracker. 
 

Third graders spent time learning folk songs and dances, but also have learned about partner songs.  Partner songs are two songs 
that are unrelated but can be performed together.  The students took one of the songs and exercised their composition skills by 
rewriting the lyrics and performing them for each other.  They reviewed familiar rhythms (ta’s and ti-ti’s) and learned new 
rhythms (ti-ri-ti-ri) through the cooperative songs and games “Paw Paw Patch” and “Pumpkin Pumpkin”.  They also stretched 
their learning of rhythm reading with a Halloween SMART Board game decoding rhythms into their syllables and creating some 
creepy recipes with a witch! (Think: Franken-Footers and Creepy Coleslaw!) 
 

The new fourth grade music schedule allows students to experience both band and chorus throughout the year.  In this pilot 
year, they have experienced successes warming up to what chorus is and getting to choose instruments for band.  In chorus, 
students learned how to warm up their bodies and voices using rounds (“Poor Tom” and “Chairs to Mend”), and practiced for 
the Veteran’s Day performance piece, “In Service of Our Country”.  In band, they learned their first few notes on their instruments 
and practiced “making sound”. Soon, students will being working on repertoire for the 4th Grade Music Night in February. 
 

The middle school music survey students expanded their knowledge and understanding on a personal and global level.  Seventh 
graders delved into what music means to them and how musical bias can affect how individuals and groups can be influenced. 
They also presented about different musical instruments, performing ensembles, and influential musicians.  Over the next few 
weeks, they learned about parody in music, and created their own original parodies, just like Weird Al!  The eighth graders started 
the year by learning about three types of music: folk, art, and commercial, which will be build off of for second trimesters.  They 
started with commercial music. Students learned about jingles – what they are, how they are used, and how they are 
effective.  Then students worked with a partner to create an imaginary product and a jingle to sell it.  Most recently, they explored 
world music through Australian and Native American cultures.  They compared and contrasted the cultures, and found some 
interesting connections, opened their ears to new sounds, and found a new understanding of being a global citizen.   
 

  



WELLNESS News from the HEALTH ROOM 
 
What parents should know about inappropriate content on YouTube (By SANDRA TEMKO via GMA  May 8, 2018) 
 
After multiple reports of inappropriate content on YouTube over the past year, “Good Morning America” wanted to take a closer 
look at the site. How often do kids end up seeing inappropriate content on the video platform? We talked with a group of 
Philadelphia-area tweens and their parents, who say their children often watch YouTube. 
 
Here's what parents said when asked if they've ever tried to take YouTube away from their kids.  “It’s like the end of the world," 
said Eve Ehrich, a mother of three kids.  You’re ending their life for a day," another parent, Jaime Meltzer, said.  Almost all the 
parents said they use some form of parental controls on their computers and mobile devices to try to limit their children's 
exposure to inappropriate content. 
 
The kids we talked to were all ages 10 to 13 and said they know who's “kid-friendly” on YouTube.  Sam, 11, said SuperMarioLogan 
is “one of my favorite channels. It was a suggested video. And I watched it and it kept reeling me in to watch more videos.”  The 
other two boys in the group said they know “Jeffy,” a puppet on the popular SuperMarioLogan YouTube channel.  “It attracts 
kids because you wouldn’t think of him as inappropriate because of the way he looks," said 13-year-old David.  Family watchdog 
group Common Sense Media called SuperMarioLogan “Your basic online nightmare for parents of young kids." The group, who 
started rating YouTubers this year due to overwhelming requests from parents, noted SuperMarioLogan is intended for ages 17 
and older.  “YouTube is the biggest pain point for parents,” Jill Murphy, editor-in-chief of Common Sense Media, told "Good 
Morning America." “Part of it is parents feeling like they are in the dark and have no idea of what their kids are up to online.”  
Even the kids "GMA" spoke with agreed that YouTube doesn’t do enough to block inappropriate content and that it’s not a matter 
of trust.  “I think that sometimes kids get drawn in. It’s not their fault“said 13-year-old Aubrey. “It looks kid-friendly. But then 
you watch it, and you don’t really know that it’s not.” 
 
"GMA" showed some of the kids’ interviews to Murphy.  “Developmentally kids aren’t even primed at that age to have the 
wherewithal to shut off YouTube, the autoplay. They don’t even have the self-control to manage that,” Murphy said.  The creator 
of SuperMarioLogan told "GMA" he has lost revenue since YouTube started age-restricting and demonetizing his videos.  
"Common Sense Media only viewed our old content, and their review was accurate solely regarding those old videos," he said in 
a statement. "We invite Common Sense Media to conduct a review of our newer videos, which are much cleaner in content. It’s 
important to note when we began creating these videos back in 2008, we were kids ourselves. We were just a few teenagers 
goofing around. Given we were just kids, we did not understand many things about YouTube or the audience we would 
subsequently attract. Today is much different. We have adjusted our content to appeal to a wider audience." 
"While it's in everyone’s interest to ensure children are not exposed to inappropriate content online, it's ultimately the 
responsibility of the parents, guardians, and/or supervising adults. These are the only people that have control over what their 
children have access to.”  YouTube in a statement to "GMA" noted that the site offers YouTube Kids, which it dubs as the safe 
alternative for kids and families.  “Our main YouTube site is for those age 13+... Protecting families is our priority and we created 
the YouTube Kids app to offer parents a safer alternative for their children," according to the statement. "Beyond that, we’ve 
ramped up our efforts to age-gate flagged videos on the main app that are better suited for older audiences and increased 
resources to remove content that doesn’t adhere to our policies. We know there’s more work to be done so we’ve enlisted third-
party experts to help us assess this evolving landscape, and we’re launching new tools in YouTube Kids for parents to choose a 
personalized experience for their child.”  YouTube does state in its terms of service that it is not intended for children under age 
13.  However, the parents who spoke with "GMA" were not aware of that aspect of the terms of service.  Additionally, YouTube 
has tools it says can help parents filter out inappropriate content. 
 

 

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/
https://abcnews.go.com/topics/business/companies/youtube.htm
https://abcnews.go.com/topics/business/technology/mobile-devices.htm


How well do YouTube's age restrictions work? 
 
"GMA" examined two tools that parents can use to filter content for kids on YouTube’s main site.  We created an account for a 
14-year-old so age-restricted content would be screened out, and we turned on "restricted mode," which is supposed to filter 
out potentially mature content.  Even with these restrictions, we found sexual content interlaced with videos of people playing 
customized versions of popular children’s games Minecraft and Roblox.  "The algorithm is zeroing in on you and saying, 'You want 
to see more and more and more of these things,' and just putting this in front of kids, again, who are in restricted mode," said 
the Campaign For a Commercial Free Childhood's Josh Golin, who observed the YouTube content with "GMA."  Most of the videos 
were taken down or placed behind filters after "GMA" told YouTube about the findings. Several of the Minecraft and Roblox 
videos involving sexual activity were left up without age restrictions.  "Roblox is committed to providing a safe community, and 
we have zero tolerance for content that violates our Rules of Conduct," Roblox said in a statement to "GMA." "The videos 
highlighted date as far back as 2011 and show features that are not possible on today's platform. We use a combination of 
technology and a robust team of moderators to identify and remove any questionable content or behavior that violates our rules 
of conduct. In addition we are also proactive in identifying and requesting that sites across the web, such as YouTube, remove 
any content that does not depict the true nature or functionality of the Roblox platform.”  YouTube told "GMA" in a statement 
that "protecting families is our priority."  "Protecting families is our priority and we created the YouTube Kids app to offer parents 
a safer alternative for their children," the statement read. "Beyond that, we’ve ramped up our efforts to age-gate flagged videos 
on the main app that are better suited for older audiences and increased resources to remove content that doesn’t adhere to 
our policies.  "We know there’s more work to be done so we’ve enlisted third party experts to help us assess this evolving 
landscape and we’re launching new tools in YouTube Kids for parents to choose a personalized experience for their child," the 
company said.  YouTube also told "GMA" it has since created more parental controls on YouTube Kids so only videos screened 
by human moderators can be used.  Parents have to turn the controls on themselves, and we found they do appear to work. By 
turning search off, parents can limit kids to videos that have been verified by the YouTube Kids Team.  Parents can also choose 
collections of channels recommended by YouTube Kids and their partners. A feature in which parents can handpick videos is 
supposed to become available later this year.  Child advocates say there are also steps parents can take on their own, from spot 
checking their child's browser history to co-viewing YouTube with their child and talking to their child about what they're viewing 
online. 
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Family/parents-inappropriate-content-youtube/story?id=54993637 
 

PTA News 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Walk-a-thon!!  We raised a net of $12,232 after expenses.  Our participation rate was 
36%.  We are hoping to reach 50% or more next year! 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair is right around the corner.  This year we have two parents who co-chair that event but their children will 
be promoting this year.  We need a few parents who can shadow them this year and then co-chair next year so we can continue 
to offer this wonderful event for the students. 
 
We are excited to be entering a PTA themed tree for the Festival of Trees.  Make sure you stop by to check out all of the trees! 

December’s general meeting will be held at the BCS library December 3rd at 
6:30pm.  We are working to secure a speaker on online gaming addiction.  Attendance 
at the PTA meetings is typically less than 20 parents in a school of more than 400 
students!!  If you have suggestions as to how we can improve PTA meeting attendance 
and parent engagement PLEASE LET US KNOW. 

Stay tuned for more information on a Spring Gala that is in the works! 

https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Family/parents-inappropriate-content-youtube/story?id=54993637


BOLTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT GOALS 2015 – 2020 
 

1. All students will apply critical thinking 
to the construction and critique of 
arguments. 
 

2. All students will read, write, produce 
and speak grounded in evidence for a 
variety of purposes and audiences 
and utilize collaboration and digital 
literacy skills to enhance 
communication. 
 

3. All students will use a variety of 
research tools to access, evaluate, 
synthesize and apply information 
effectively. 

 
4. All students will see problems as 

opportunities, approaching twenty-
first century challenges with ethical 
leadership, boldness, creativity, and 
responsible citizenship. 
 
 
 

BOLTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Mission and Vision statements 
 
 
 
Mission Statement 
 
The Bolton Public Schools 
provide a safe, engaging and 
challenging environment in 
which all students develop 
essential skills and values. 
 
 
 
Vision Statement 
 
Educate students to become 
capable, ethical, healthy, 
responsible and thoughtful 
citizens. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


